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Public Summary: 

Sensory hair cells aremechanoreceptors of the auditory and vestibular systems and are crucial for hearing and balance. In adult

mammals, auditory hair cells are unable to regenerate, and damage to these cells results in permanent hearing loss. By contrast, hair

cells in the chick cochlea and the zebrafish lateral line are able to regenerate, prompting studies into the signaling pathways,

morphogen gradients and transcription factors that regulate hair cell development and regeneration in various species. Here, we review

these findings and discuss how various signaling pathways and factors function to modulate sensory hair cell development and

regeneration. By comparing and contrasting development and regeneration, we also highlight the utility and limitations of using defined

developmental cues to drive mammalian hair cell regeneration.

Scientific Abstract: 

Sensory hair cells are mechanoreceptors of the auditory and vestibular systems and are crucial for hearing and balance. In adult

mammals, auditory hair cells are unable to regenerate, and damage to these cells results in permanent hearing loss. By contrast, hair

cells in the chick cochlea and the zebrafish lateral line are able to regenerate, prompting studies into the signaling pathways,

morphogen gradients and transcription factors that regulate hair cell development and regeneration in various species. Here, we review

these findings and discuss how various signaling pathways and factors function to modulate sensory hair cell development and

regeneration. By comparing and contrasting development and regeneration, we also highlight the utility and limitations of using defined

developmental cues to drive mammalian hair cell regeneration.
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